Are You Ready for the Judgment Day?
In 2008, the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life – which is a part of the Pew Research Center – published the results of a 2007 survey of 35,000 Americans’ views on religious issues. In that survey, 74% of Americans said they believe in life after death, but only 56% said religion is very important in their lives, and just 39% attended worship assemblies at least once a week.

Does anything in these numbers strike you as strange? While almost ¾ of Americans believe in life after death, less than 6 in 10 see religion, which is connected to one’s view of life after death, as important; and just 4 out of 10 assemble to “worship” God with fellow believers, who presumably can help them prepare for the hereafter! There seems to be a great disconnect between those who believe in an afterlife and those who are making preparations for it!

While I would assume that almost everyone in this audience believes in life after death, how many of us are actively making preparations? How many of us are ready for the judgment day? If you are not a child of God, I urge you to listen very closely tonight, as we examine what God says in His word about the day of judgment and ask the question, “Are you ready for the judgment day?”

Is Judgment Day Real?
· Although the Pew survey didn’t ask this question, I wonder how many Americans would’ve said “Yes” 
· And, even more intriguing than that, I wonder how many of 74% who believe in life after death would also believe in day of judgment to assign one’s eternal destiny; would there be a disconnect here also?
· However, it doesn’t matter how few or how many Americans say such a day really is coming; what matters is what God & His inspired writers say!

· Eccl. 12:14 – wise man, Solomon, ends experiment on life by concluding that God will judge every action we’ve taken, both good & bad
· Mt. 12:36 – in rebuking Pharisees, Jesus reminded us that we will give account for our words on judgment day
· Acts 17:31 – as he lays down evidence for “Unknown God”, Paul says we should repent b/c God has fixed a day of judgment for entire world
· Heb. 9:27 – could Hebrew writer have said it any plainer? We die once & after death, judgment is next in line!
· 2 Peter 2:9 – based on God’s history of dealing w/wicked, Peter concludes that He knows how to keep them “under punishment for the day of judgment”
· While God has certainly handed down judgments before to Sodom & Gomorrah, Egypt, Israel & Judah and even Jerusalem, these judgments were limited judgments – in size & scope

· How do we know the same isn’t true of these texts describing judgment day? 

· Fact that most texts speak of a definite day of judgment & describe it as THE day of judgment indicates there is a judgment day that is coming that will supercede all other such days!
· If you believe God & His spokesmen, you must believe Judgment Day is real!

What Will Happen on Judgment Day?
1. All will appear & each person will be judged!
· Rom. 14:10-12 – while our appearance will be universal (all people will stand before God), our judgment will be individual (each person shall give account to God)!

· #509 - “We shall stand before the throne, Stand with ALL, but stand ALONE”
· 2 Cor. 5:10 – when Judgment Day comes, there will be no postponing date; no fleeing to another jurisdiction; no settling out of court; for we MUST all appear before Judge of living & dead!
· Again, all will be present, but Christ will judge us individually for deeds we’ve done in our bodies – both good & bad!
2. Christ will separate humanity into two groups!
· Mt. 25:31-46 – on that day, Christ will separate humanity into two groups: sheep & goats; every one of us will be in one of those two groups (only two options we have!)
· What determines which group we’ll be in? In this text, Jesus says determining factor is whether we lived our faith or not

· Sheep served others – put faith in action, while goats did not
· Which group we’re in decides which destination will be ours: eternal punishment or eternal life!
3. Christ will assign me an eternal destination!
· Heb. 9:27-28 – when Christ comes again, it will not be to die again to save us from sin; it will be to give salvation – in eternal, ultimate, complete sense – to those who eagerly await His coming!
· Jn. 5:28-29 – all who are dead at His return will hear His voice & be raised either to eternal life or eternal death, again, based on our deeds in this life
· Rev. 20:11-15 – all dead – famous & obscure, rich & poor, educated & uneducated – will stand before God’s throne of judgment & be sentenced to an eternity in lake of fire or in presence of God!
· Unlike a day in court in U.S., Judgment Day will NOT be day to plead my case before my God; rather, it will be a day to receive my final assignment to either heaven or hell!
How Can I Be Ready for Judgment Day?

1. Believe in Christ!

· Jn. 5:24-29 – what does it mean to believe in Christ? It means to hear, obey & live His words!

· Jn. 8:24 – unless I believe Jesus IS (He is eternal) & Jesus is HE (promised Messiah), I will not live eternally; I will die!
· Do I believe in Jesus? If I truly believe Jesus is Christ of God, fulfillment of God’s plan for my salvation, and I submit to His rule in my life, I’ll be ready for judgment day b/c I’ll receive eternal life!
2. Obey His Gospel!

· Rom. 2:3-8 – God’s wrath & indignation awaits those who stubbornly refuse to repent & obey God’s truth; however, eternal life awaits those who submit their will to His & obey glorious gospel of our Lord!
· 2 Thess. 1:5-10 – again, if I do not know God & do not obey gospel of Lord Jesus, I will “pay the penalty of eternal destruction”

· Although it is God’s desire that all “be saved and…come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), not all choose to do so
· Have I obeyed His gospel? If I obey His gospel – initially & continually – I’ll be ready for judgment day!

3. Live His Way!
· Jn. 12:44-48 – if I hear Christ’s words, and yet reject them, they will judge me “at the last day”; but if I hear Christ’s words & accept them (live them), they will save me “at the last day”!
· Rom. 2:7 – those who persevere through trials of life & tests of faith, and those who seek spiritual glory, honor & immortality will enter into eternal life
· Jude 5-7 – Jude calls to our minds examples of Egyptians, angels and Sodom & Gomorrah to remind us that we must believe God, be humble (keep our rightful place) & live God’s morality in our lives

· Am I living my life according to God’s way? If we live His way, we will be ready for judgment day; if we don’t, we won’t!
While the Bible tells us that the Judgment Day is coming, it does not tell us when it will come. But we know for certain that when we die, the next event for us is judgment. If you died today, would you be ready for that day to come? 

** Conclude by reading “Five Minutes After I Die” **
