God’s Work For His Church
Before God created the heavens and the earth, He had it in His mind to have a people He could call His own. He envisioned a people who would be His chosen, special people, His family, who would call upon Him as Father, and whom He would recognize as sons and daughters. God’s dream became reality with the establishment of His church, which was made possible by the death, burial and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. But not only did God have a plan that His church would become reality, He also had a mission for His church to perform, a work for His church to do. This morning, we will consider what the Bible says about God’s work for His church.
Why This Study?
(1) We need reminders of truths we know!
· Most of us know what God’s work for us is, but we need to be reminded from time to time, lest we forget & lose our focus
(2) Some may not know what His work for us is!
· There may be some who aren’t convinced God has given us a defined work or who have questions about what work we, as His church, should be doing
(3) Our religious world generally doesn’t follow God’s pattern of work!
· Many religious groups do work God doesn’t want His church doing, or they fail to do His work, instead doing work man has devised
· Our religious friends may question us as to why we do or don’t do a certain work & we need to know what God’s work for His church really is
God’s Work For His Church
· God has work for us, as His church, to be involved in; it is work He has instructed us in His word to do; it is work He has deemed important, whether we think it’s important or not!
· If we, as His church, aren’t doing work He has outlined in His word, are we pleasing Him? Are we better off than religious groups who are doing work He didn’t authorize?
· God’s work is for His church; “church” is sometimes used in scripture to refer to universal church (all redeemed of all ages) & sometimes to local church
· God didn’t give universal church work to do as collective whole, but He has given us work to do as a local congregation of people in E’town
· Although we sometimes only list 3 works, I want to suggest there are 4: glorifying God, evangelizing lost, edifying saved, supporting needy saints
1. Glorify God

· Glorifying & praising God is our greatest work as local church, and one from which other 3 works must come

· It doesn’t matter how much evangelism, edification or benevolence we do, if those works aren’t motivated by our desire to glorify God, then we aren’t fulfilling our main purpose as His church!
· We’re here to do more than spread God’s word to lost, build up each other in our faith & help those among us who are in need; we’re here to glorify God!

· Acts 2:46-47 – praising God was one of works Jerusalem church was doing

· Notice they were doing it “day by day”; it was their practice, habit!

· Eph. 1:4b-6, 10b-14 – in writing to church at Ephesus, Paul told them not once, not twice, but three times that God saved them through Christ for a reason: to do all things as a church “to the praise of His glory”!
· Eph. 3:21 – as Paul closes his prayer on behalf of Ephesian church, He reminds them & us that God receives glory “in His church”; praise & glory to God originates with His church

· 1 Peter 4:10-11 – although Peter speaks to individual Christian, he says we use our individual gifts in service to one another in Lord’s church

· So, when each member of body uses his/her abilities to do the work God has given us, as a whole, to do, God is glorified!

· Our greatest work, our #1 work, as God’s church is to glorify Him!

2. Evangelize The Lost

· Acts 2:47 – Jerusalem church had favor w/people outside of Christ, which they used to bring people to Him
· How else could the Lord have daily added saved people to His church unless disciples who comprised Jerusalem church were evangelizing them?

· Notice that, like glorifying God, Jerusalem church was DAILY involved in evangelizing the lost!

· Acts 5:12-14 – people held Jerusalem church in “high esteem”; again, this church capitalized on their reputation & brought “multitudes of men and women” to the Lord

· Phil. 4:15-16 – church at Philippi financially supported Paul so he could evangelize lost in other cities
· 1 Thess. 1:8 – church at Thessalonica sounded forth God’s word not only in their part of world, but to far-off places as well
· 1st Century churches saw evangelism not only as their work as individuals, but also as their work as local churches!
· Evangelizing the lost is certainly my responsibility as individual Christian, but it’s also our responsibility as collective group of Christians! We need to practice more than “personal” evangelism; we need to practice “team” or “church” evangelism!

· There are so many things we can do as a church to accomplish this work of evangelism: support preachers, gospel meetings, bible classes, online bible courses, invitations to assemblies, provide materials to foreign Christians
· God wants us, as His church, to do the work of evangelism!

3. Edify The Saved

· Edify – “To instruct especially so as to encourage intellectual, moral, or spiritual improvement.” (AHD); building up, strengthening, urging growth
· Acts 2:42 – Jerusalem church spent much time listening to apostles’ teaching, fellowship, observing Lord’s Supper & praying; all those activities served to edify, strengthen & encourage those who were saved

· Eph. 4:11-12 – God gave evangelists, pastors & teachers work of equipping saints for work of service so that whole body can be edified, built up

· 1 Cor. 14:4-5, 12, 17, 26 – Paul instructed Corinth church to use their spiritual gifts to edify one another when they assembled together to worship God

· One of our purposes for assembling should be to edify one another in our common faith in Christ
· We do that by discussing Bible in our classes, teaching & admonishing one another in our singing, praying together, remembering Lord’s death together, preaching gospel to each other; “extra” home studies & singings
· Edifying the saved is an important work God wants us, as His church, to do!
4. Support Needy Saints
· God wants His church to take care of our own; when a Christian is in need, the church has a work to do in financially supporting, supplying that need
· Acts 4:32-35 – when saints in Jerusalem church were in need, wealthy saints sold land or houses, gave proceeds to apostles to distribute to those in need

· 1 Cor. 16:1-4 – Paul instructed 1st Century churches to take up a “collection for the saints” every first day of week; this collection specifically went to relieve needy saints in Jerusalem

· 2 Cor. 8:1-5 – although financially poor, churches of Macedonia provided support for needy saints in Jerusalem
· 1 Tim. 5:9-10 – God has given His church the work of putting widows who meets these qualifications “on the list” to permanently care for their needs
· While God gives work of supplying needs of needy people in world to individual Christians, He wants His church to ONLY be involved in supplying needs of needy saints!

· When a brother or sister is in need, whether in this congregation or another congregation, God wants us, as His church, to help them as we can!

Glorifying God, evangelizing the lost, edifying the saved and supporting needy saints; as far as I know, these four works are the only works God wants His church to be doing. Are we doing God’s work?
