“Fishers of Men”: Jesus Calls Peter
Lk. 5:1-11

Imagine for just a moment that you are having a bad day at work, and an acquaintance of yours in another profession – someone you’ve met before, but don’t know very well – walks in and starts giving you unsolicited advice about how to do your job. How would you react? Would you give him a strange look? Would you ask him, “What do you think you’re doing?” Would you tell him “I’ve been here 20 years! I think I know how to do my job!”?
Now imagine that you decided to take his advice…and it worked! Now how would you react? Would you still give him a strange look? Would you stand there with your jaw wide open and ask, “How’d you know what to do?” Would you tell him, “I may have been here a long time, but you sure know what you’re talking about!”?
Such a scenario actually occurred when Jesus called Peter to leave his fishing business behind and become a fisher of men! Today, we have the privilege of listening in on the conversation that took place between Peter and our Lord. As we do so, we will learn three secrets to help us be successful “fishers of men”!
Brief Background Info
· Luke’s recording of this encounter & exchange between Jesus & Peter wasn’t first time they had met

· Jn. 1:40-42 – Peter’s brother, Andrew, was convinced he had found the Messiah, so he brought Peter to Jesus & introduced him to the “Lamb of God”

· However, while it seems Peter stopped being John’s disciple & started being Jesus’ disciple, no mention is made in this text of him daily following Jesus
· It is not until sometime later, when Jesus & Peter met again by the sea, that Jesus calls Peter to follow Him & Peter accepts!
The Text
Jesus Lays the Groundwork

vv. 1-3

· Although it is early on in Jesus’ ministry, He has amassed a great following; so large are the crowds that they are “pressing around Him”
· So, to create a little distance between them & Him, Jesus got into Simon’s boat & told him to hug the shore – go a little ways from land

· The configuration of this lake (bowled in by mountains & cliffs) would make natural amplifier for Jesus

· With lake in background, Jesus sat down in Peter’s boat & began teaching

· Although Peter didn’t know it yet, Jesus was laying groundwork for him to become a fisher of men! He was observing Jesus fishing for men before his very eyes!
Jesus Teaches Peter a Lesson
vv. 4-7

· When Jesus finished addressing the crowds, He turned to Peter & talked to him personally
· He told Peter to take his boat out into deep waters of Sea of Galilee & let down his fishing nets, for they would have a catch of fish
· Peter seemed a little perplexed by Christ’s statement, and so he explained that he & his companions had been doing that all night long but w/no results
· However, Peter listened to Jesus, followed His instructions & they caught so many fish that their nets started breaking & their boats started sinking!

· Not only had Jesus performed a miracle; He had taught Peter a great lesson about His power not only to catch fish, but to catch men!

Peter’s Reaction
vv. 8-10a

· As Peter observed “great quantity of fish”, he not only saw mound of fish piled high in these two boats; he also saw mound of evidence that he was a sinner & Jesus was Lord!
· He had already called Jesus “Master” (commander or teacher) but now he recognizes Him as “Lord” (supreme authority)!
· Think of it: Peter, Andrew, James & John – professional fishermen – had fished all night & caught nothing; now this carpenter’s son from Nazareth comes along, tells them to try again, and they catch two boatloads full!
· It’s no surprise, then, that “amazement had seized” these men!
Jesus Calls Peter

v. 10b

· Seeing Peter’s reaction, Jesus calmed his fears, and told him that from that day forward, he would no longer be catching fish; he would be catching men!
· Matthew & Mark record Jesus’ invitation as, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Mt. 4:19; Mk. 1:17)
· Jesus was urging them to daily walk w/Him & be part of His great mission of seeking & saving lost! However, it was their choice to make!

Peter Answers Christ’s Call

v. 11

· Jesus has extended the invitation to Peter & his companions; now they must respond; and they did!

· They brought their boats back to land, dropped everything & followed Jesus!
· And just as He had said, Peter, Andrew, James & John were fishermen no more; now they were fishers of men!
3 Secrets for Successful “Fishers of Men”

1. We Must Fish With Jesus!
· Although Jesus was not a fisherman, He had plenty of experience fishing for men; he was an expert on mankind b/c He is Creator of mankind, and, even while on earth, He “knew what was in man”! (Jn. 2:25)

· Although Peter was an expert fisherman, he had NO experience as fisher of men; to obtain those skills, he needed to fish w/Jesus!
· Much to Peter’s amazement, Jesus knew the right spot to go (deep waters of lake), but He also knew the results before they occurred!

· “Doubtless the net had come into contact with a shoal or school of fish…. But it required the wisdom of Jesus to know when and where to find such a group….” (E.M. Zerr, Bible Commentary, Vol. 5, p. 154)

· Jesus knows the perfect place for us to fish for men – in the sea of mankind; He knows the right bait to use – the gospel message; He knows the result – gospel will catch “seekers” & change their lives!
· Had Peter decided not to fish w/Jesus, he would not have caught ANY fish!
· If we desire to be “fishers of men”, we must go fishing w/Jesus; we must let Him be our guide!
2. We Must Let Down Our Nets!
· Again, Jesus wasn’t fisherman; from Peter’s perspective, He wasn’t a fishing expert (when to fish – best time of day; where to fish – best spot in lake)
· Peter was the professional; fishing was his life’s business & Sea of Galilee was his territory; yet, to his credit, Peter listened to Jesus & let down his nets in the deep waters of the sea

· He placed his trust & confidence in Christ! And it paid off; he & his fishing buddies caught more fish than they could’ve ever imagined!

· But what if Peter had ignored Jesus? What if he had decided he would trust his years of experience rather than words of Christ? He would not have caught ANY fish!

· To be successful, Peter had to DO something! He had to let down his nets!

· We can know all the verses pertaining to evangelism & salvation, but if we don’t apply them to ourselves, and use them to teach others, we won’t be successful fishermen!

· If we desire to be “fishers of men”, we must let down our nets, bait them w/gospel of Christ & trust that He will fill them full!
3. We Must Leave “Everything” & Follow Him!
· Jesus’ call for Peter, Andrew, James & John was a call to life-long discipleship

· “It was no call for a day or two or for a couple of weeks or a month. Jesus called these fishermen to leave the business of fishing behind permanently and make a commitment to follow Him in the work of preaching the gospel of the coming kingdom.” (L.A. Stauffer, Truth Commentaries: Mark, p. 24)

· Jesus was demanding they surrender their lives & fully follow Him
· And they did; they left “everything”!

· Mk. 1:18 – for Peter & Andrew, “everything” included their fishing business
· Mk. 1:20 – for James & John, “everything” included their father & servants

· These men gave up their livelihood, property & family to follow Jesus!

· Isn’t that what Jesus demands of us?

· Lk. 14:26-27 – we must give up “everything”, including our own lives, in order to follow Jesus; have I done that?
· If we desire to be “fishers of men”, we must leave it all behind & follow Him!

Was there anything special about Peter, Andrew, James and John? No. They were ordinary men whom Jesus called to do extraordinary work! In fact, the book of Acts shows us that Peter turned out to be a GREAT fisher of men! He took what Jesus taught him and shared it with thousands on Pentecost, multitudes in Lydda, Sharon and Joppa, a Roman centurion and his household, and many others. He spent the rest of his life fishing for men and making others “fishers of men” as well.
If Peter could do it, so can I! God help us all to leave whatever we must behind and get busy fishing for men!
